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Introduction to Your School Newspaper: 

Hello, this is your school newspaper. We work to keep you updated on the latest news around your school                   
and community. We have a few fun things in the newspaper to keep you occupied and entertained. For                  
starters, we have a fun comic and a math problem. Also, we have a cartoon quokka hiding somewhere in                   
the pages and a sudoku puzzle to keep you busy. The first person who emails Ysabel Srnka the right                   
answer to the math problem wins a mention in the newspaper! This is also true if you email David Tipton                    
with the correct answer to the sudoku puzzle. If you do not know what a quokka looks like click on the                     
link below. (The quokka in the headers do not count!).  

Quokka Image 
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Get To Know Your News Team  
 
Lark Tipton ~ Editor Enjoys reading and cooking, favorite animal is a black panther. 
Ben Tipton ~ Graphics and Layout: Likes video games, his favorite animal is a komodo dragon. 
Hailey Tong ~ Writer: Likes to write songs, her favorite animal is a dolphin. 
Mackenzie Reed ~ News Reporter: Likes riding horses, her favorite animal is a horse. 
Josie Cipiti ~ News Reporter: Likes to sing, her favorite animal is a Koala. 
Skilly Deloach ~ Comic Writer: Likes to barrel race, her favorite animal is a horse.  
Morgan Simonsen ~ Editor: Likes to swim, her favorite animal is a hedgehog. 
Ysabel Srnka ~ Graphics and Layout: Enjoys crafting, her favorite animal is a baby guinea pig. 
Mary (Robbie) Waterman ~ Comics Writer: Enjoys drawing, her favorite animal is a red panda. 
Shealyn Verplank ~ Comics Writer: Likes to travel, her favorite animal is a brown bear. 
Brooklyn Sanchez ~ Writer: Favorite thing is art, her favorite animal is an elephant. 
Noah Booher ~ News Reporter: Likes to cook and read, his favorite animal is a panda. 
Alia Gustafson ~ Writer : Enjoys reading and writing, her favorite animal is a sloth. 
Claire Watts ~ Editor: Her favorite thing to do is read, her favorite animal is an otter. 
 
 
Story Column ~ Check-In Every Issue For The Next Part Of The Story! 
By: Hailey Tong 
 
I breathed heavily. It was finally my time. They drew my name and just like that I was in the contest.  

7 YEARS AGO 
Anticipation hit the crowd. We were all hanging out of our seats. I watched silently. I watched the way                   
the contestants studied the path. The way they saved their energy for the higher jumps. It was then that I                    
knew I wanted to compete. I was only seven at the time. Now, I wish I had never even known of the                      
contest. 

PRESENT DAY 
My name is Ocean and I am competing in the ”Winner”. It’s the hardest competition on earth and inspired                   
by the Hunger Games. They were written way back in like the 2000s. But it’s 3452, so yeah. Anyway, in                    
this competition, they drop you in a rainforest. Every day at noon you compete in an obstacle course for                   
resources. Basically, the last person to get injured or tap out wins. The record is 7 weeks and I was ready                     
to break it. I took a deep breath as they dropped me into the rainforest.  
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COVID Story, Seven Year Old Point Of View 
By: Chelsea and Hailey Tong 

Hi, I’m Chelsea. I’m seven years old. Here’s my take on COVID-19. I don’t like the pandemic. I don’t get                    
to go to school and hang out with my friends. I can’t go anywhere unless I have a mask on. Nothing is fun                       
anymore. Mommy stays at home for work now. Daddy still goes to work though because he does                 
construction. COVID isn’t fun. I might only be seven but I’m a smart seven-year-old. People are dying                 
because of this virus. I don’t like COVID. I wish it would go away.  
 
-Chelsea, 7 Year Old  
 
 
Valentines Day 
By: Lark Tipton 
As many of you know, Valentine's Day is coming up. This holiday is on              
February 14th. Valentine’s Day is celebrated as a day of romance from             
about the 14th century and is a time when lovers express their affection with              
greetings and gifts. Now, people celebrate by giving out candy, cards, or            
flowers. Many schools have “festivals” on Valentine’s Day where students          
make valentine themed cards and boxes. Many kids may give out candy            
such as Hershey kisses or heart-shaped chocolates on Valentine's Day in           
addition to cards. The common symbols of Valentine’s Day are hearts,           
cupid, and red roses. These symbols are usually placed on cards along with a              
message. Gifts may be presented in heart-shaped boxes with chocolates. To           
conclude, Valentine's Day is a time of love and celebration. 
 
From: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Valentines-Day  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
3 



North News! 
 

Lockers ~ What's your take?  
By: Hailey Tong 

Right now, we don’t have lockers. This is controversial. Our backpacks are heavy! Here’s where you can send 
us an email (hailey.tong@d11.org) and tell us what you think about the locker situation. Here we have a few 

opinions from our news team. In later issues we might have surveys for you to fill out and tell us your opinion.

 
 

“In my opinion not having lockers is very hard and annoying. This is because you have to carry a heavy backpack                     
around all day long. In your backpack, you have everything you need for the day. This consists of several notebooks,                    
binders, and papers plus your lunch and computer. With all of this combined, we are happy to get to class so that we                       
can sit down and relax. I think having lockers will solve this problem and help students not have a huge weight on                      
them all day. ” - Lark Tipton (editor) 
 
“Most of us have a lot of stuff. This is when lockers come in. If your backpack or lunch box is super heavy then you                         
want a place to put them. Without lockers, we are forced to drag around our backpacks and lunch boxes, and no one                      
wants to drag around something that’s 20 pounds! That can hurt you and be bad for your health! Because of this, I                      
strongly believe that if there is a way to allow us to have lockers we should do it.”- David Tipton (graphics and                      
layout) 
 
“I really wish we had lockers. My three-month-old backpack broke because of my load. However, I understand why                  
the district does not want us to have lockers. I mean, the lockers are very close together and we are supposed to be                       
social distancing. However, a lot of us are doing school all online right now so we could have only every other                     
locker be occupied. Something like that. I really do think that we need lockers. Currently, I carry around a binder,                    
three folders, a Chromebook and charger, two instruments (which are put into a band locker), a water bottle, lunch, 4                    
notebooks, and a phone. Now imagine carrying all of that around (instruments excluded) while walking the halls and                  
during lunch. That’s a lot! Maybe we should figure out a way to let us have lockers. ”- Hailey Tong (writer) 
 
“I also think that we should have different times we go to our lockers. I assume that it would be easier for us if we                         
had a certain time to go. That would make it easier to still go to our lockers and still be able to social distance with                         
no problems. I do also wish we had lockers because I have two binders and two instruments it does make it hard to                       
hold so I would like to have lockers.”- Brooklyn Sanchez (writer) 
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Comic 
By: Kiley Deloach 
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Sudoku 

Your Math Problem: 
(3 0 ) − ) (− ) ?− 1 ÷ 5 × 1 3 − ( 7 × 5 4 × 3 =   

 
Your poem: 

 

When I was one, I had just begun. When I was two, I was nearly new. When I was 
three I was hardly me. When I was four, I was not much more. When I was five, I was 
just alive. But now I am six, I’m as clever as clever, so I think I’ll be six now forever 

and ever. - A.A. Milne, Now We Are Six 
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Announcements 
 

Making It Meetings are on Tuesdays 4:30 to 5:30 

Volleyball will begin February 8th 

Drama Club is on Wednesdays 4:30 to 5:30 

French Club is on every other Wednesday from 4:30 to 5:30 
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